Prior Informed Consent form from the Desert Knowledge Cooperative Research Centre (Australia), http://www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/socialscience/downloads/Informedconsenttemplate.pdf
Additional information, definitions, etc. can be found at: http://www.desertknowledgecrc.com.au/socialscience/downloads/DKCRC-Aboriginal-Intellectual-Property-Protocol.pdf
Prior Informed Consent Form

Continual improvement of this form will be taken on the advice of Aboriginal research partners and other researchers within the Desert Knowledge CRC. To this extent this document is a work in progress (2007) and to be used only as an example.

This pro forma consent form for an informant (subject) is to be used in the context of research that requires the knowledge of the informant to be shared with the researcher. This form could be used as a base in developing a form for a specific research project. The ‘research words’ and many others may not be familiar to people with English as a second language and a simple phrase could be substituted.  Sometimes it will be better to use and explain any technical terms that are important in the project so that people become familiar with them.  

If a project is ongoing over several visits and the same set of individuals are acting as informants, it may not be necessary to fill out this form each time. Nevertheless, it is incumbent on the researcher to ensure that the informant is again fully informed about the project and updated as to its status. In the case of working with Aboriginal people, the Aboriginal Engagement Protocol assists here. An essential element in prior informed consent is that consent can be withdrawn at any time and informants must be alerted to this by the researcher. Consent is not a one-off event that this form alone can authorise. This form is a tool to assist discussion and ensure that the participant is aware of their rights and the fact that you – the researcher – are talking with them to gather specific information about an issue. Ultimately it will be the sensitivity and ethical grounding of the researcher that will ensure that the research does no harm to

those who participated.

Consent Form

1. I, …………………………………………………………………………………… (please print name) wish to take part in the research project entitled:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2. I have read, or had explained to me, the Information Sheet called:

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3. The researcher ………………………………………………………………. has talked to me and told me what I want to know about the project.

4. I agree to take part. I know I can say yes or no. I don’t have to answer any question I don’t want to. I know that I may change my mind and stop at any time.

5. I have been given the opportunity to have a member of my family or a friend with me while the project was explained to me. And as far as practicable I have been offered an interpreter if necessary.

6. I agree to this interview to be taped/videotaped. I know I can say yes or no.

7. I agree that information gathered for this project may be published provided my name or other information which might identify me is not used; that is unless I specifically request that I be identified.

8. I understand that all information provided is treated as confidential and will not be released by the researcher unless required to do so by law.

9. I understand that any personal benefit I receive from working on this project will be openly discussed and the rate of pay (if any is being received) agreed at the outset of the project.

10. I will be given a copy of this Consent Form and the Information Sheet to keep.

The contact details of the researcher are as follows:

…………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………

(signature of informant/parent of informant) (date)

WITNESS

I have described to ……………………………………………………………………………………………………

(name of informant) the purpose, methods, demands, risks, inconveniences, discomforts, and possible outputs of the research (including publication of research results). In my opinion s/he understood the explanation.

Role in project: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………....................................

…………………………………………………………………………… …………………………………

(date)

